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1. Introduction:

About Youth Check In and the competition
Between early February and the end of March 2021, twenty young
individuals aged from 13 to 22 years old and belonging to the
Kosovo Albanian, Kosovo Roma and Kosovo Serb communities from
the municipalities of FushëKosovë/Kosovo Polje, Gjakovë/Đakovica,
Gjilan/Gnjilane, Gračanica/Graçanicë, Mitrovicë/Mitrovica South
and Mitrovica/ë North, and Prishtinë/Priština took part in the
project activity Youth Check In, within the framework of the project
Kosovo Coalition for Reconciliation which is financed by the EU
Office in Kosovo.
The last activity phase saw participants competing in four different
categories - poetry, photography, video-making and essay-writing.
After having attended four online sessions about each respective
category and teamed up for group work, the participants received
small grants to develop and realize their ideas. The task was for the
participants to describe and portray their reality and everyday life as
young residents of Kosovo.
The multi-disciplinary jury, composed of Joni Mithi, Kadrije Krasniqi,
Natasha Tripney and Zoran Ristić, selected one winning piece for
each category. Because of their aesthetics, creativity, correlation with
today’s reality, and critical analysis, the four selected artworks and
winners were: in the category ‘essay-writing’ Laura Xhelili, 23, from
Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje; in the category ‘photography’ Slađana
Stojanović, 18, from Gjilan/Gnjilane; in the category ‘video’
Miodrag Živković, 17, from Gračanica/Graçanicë; in the category
‘poetry’ Sonila Pacolli, 18, from Prishtinë/Priština. This paper offers
an analysis of the four winning pieces alongside other competing
creations, after providing a brief overview of Kosovo’s youth, especially in socio-economic terms.
The backdrop against which Youth Check In was conceived and
implemented as a project has its roots in a growing segment of scholars, experts and practitioners who see Art as an alternative gateway
1

In the volume “Transitional Justice, Culture, and Society: Beyond Outreach”, Ramírez-Barat et al. delve into art and media as
both alternative outreach ways to present a post-conflict divided society with transitional justice mechanisms and a tool to foster
reconciliation. Chapter 8 offers the insightful example of Rruga Sesam/Ulica Sezam, originally from the US and a non-formal
educational TV show with animations and studio segments with puppets that favored preschoolers, i.e. children aged 3 to 7,
in gaining basic cognitive and social skills as well as the development of socio-emotional attitudes with a view to reconciliation.
Available at
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/transitional -justice-and-development-beyond-outreach.pdf
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to or actual form of reconciliation2. Instead of investigating what
‘impact on’/‘contribution to’ reconciliation initiatives and transitional
justice mechanisms may have, Art allows for the reconceptualization
from ‘impact’/’contribution’ into ‘engagement’.
It is exactly in the engagement ignited by artistic interventions that
lies Art’s potential, although the outcome remains unpredictable3. At
the same time, this urges us to (re)think reconciliation, leading to one
specific question: Is perhaps reconciliation more of a practice rather
than an end goal? Furthermore, experts agree on distinguishing two
different but not mutually exclusive types of reconciliation: Backwards-looking which is “focused on finding ways of understanding
and healing, ensuring forgiveness”, or forwards-looking “focused on
creating the basis for social repair and reconstruction”4. Bearing this
in mind, thanks to Youth Check In the twenty young participants had
the opportunity to join forces during the online sessions and then
create artworks that reflect on the experience of being young in
Kosovo across communities of belonging as well as on how they see
the reality around them along with the problems characterizing it.
It is beyond the scope and objective of this paper to determine
whether reconciliation was achieved as a goal or unfolded through
the participants’ engagement in the Youth Check In activity. However, one can certainly claim that the twenty young participants contributed to reconciliation - be it a process or a result - in their small yet
important way.

Kerr, R. “Art, Aesthetics, Justice, and Reconciliation: What can art do?”. AJIL Unbound, 114 (2020). Available in English at
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/art-aesthetics- justice-and-reconciliation-what-can-art-do/8965A016EB04B26925F6CF16E1BF65B0
Ramírez-Barat, C. et al. “Transitional Justice, Culture, and Society: Beyond Outreach”. International Center for Transitional
Justice and the Social Science Research Council, New York, 2014. Available in English at https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/transitional-justice-and-development-beyond-outreach.pdf
A concrete example is the program Serbia and Kosovo: Intercultural Icebreakers by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights
in Serbia. More at https://web.archive.org/web/20201029223234/http://www.helsinki.org.rs/srbija%20i%20kosovo
/program.html
3
Kerr, R. “The Art of Reconciliation''. TOAEP, FICHL Policy Brief series no. 78, 2017:1 . Available in English at https://www.toaep.org/pbs-pdf/78-kerr/
4
Ibidem
2
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2. Kosovo’s Youth
2.1 A Socio-Economic Overview
Kosovo’s population is often referred to as ‘the youngest’ in the European continent. Over 70% of the population is, in fact, under 30
years old. Unfortunately, young people are at the forefront of those
affected by unemployment and social exclusion - in particular
amongst youth coming from more vulnerable socio-economic family
nucleuses. When talking about youth in Kosovo, it is important to
stress that young people belonging to the late generation Y (i.e.
millennials) and generation Z (i.e. post-millennials) - that is born
between 1989 and 2004 - witnessed a vast array of changes and is
still experiencing the transition as it unfolds - first the transition into
capitalism and the free market, visa bans, changes in currencies,
high rates of unemployment and poverty coupled with high rates of
migration, in particular after the armed conflict.
Despite some signs of economic growth in the recent years5, the state
of play of Kosovo’s economy still appears quite grim. According to
the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC hereinafter), since 2010
Kosovo’s unemployment rate has steadily been the highest in the six
Western Balkan economies6 (WB6 hereinafter); in the last quarter of
2020, the general rate of unemployment was as high as 27% and
most pronounced amongst women, i.e. 33.5% as compared to
24.3% amongst men7. Conversely, the official employment rate of
women in Kosovo - i.e. 15.8% in 2020 - is the lowest in the Western
Balkans region8. Unemployment figures skyrocket when the youth is
concerned: in the last quarter of 2020, unemployment in the age
range 15-24 y.o. recorded a slight increase by 0.5% from 49.4%9 in
2019 up to 49.9% in 202010, as opposed to 17.5% in the EU and
18% in the euro area as of October 202011. Furthermore, as of
2017 the World Bank Group and the Kosovo Agency of Statistics
estimated that 18% of Kosovo’s population lived below the poverty
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/kosovo/overview
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC). “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 19. Available in
English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion
7
https://ask.rks-gov.net/en/kosovo-agency-of-statistics/add-news/labour-force-survey-q4-2020
8
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/kosovo/brief/promoting-women-employment-in-kosovo ;
Banjska, I. et al. “Gender-Based Discrimination and Labor in Kosovo”. Kosovo Women’s Network, 2019. Available in English
at https://womensnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/GBD-Labour-Kosovo_ISBN-978-9951-737-31-9_FINAL.pdf
9
European Commission. “Kosovo* 2020 Report”. 6 October 2020: 79. Available in English at https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/kosovo_report_2020.pdf
10
https://ask.rks-gov.net/en/kosovo-agency-of-statistics/add-news/labour-force-survey-q4-2020
11
Eurostat. News release Euro Indicators on Youth unemployment, 2 December 2020: 2.
Available in English at https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/portlet_file_entry/2995521/3-02122020-AP-EN.pdf/
3b4ec2e2-f14c-2652-80bd-2f5e7c0605c2#:~:text=Youth%20unemployment,respectively%20in%20the%20previous%
20month
5
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line, with 5.1% of them living even below the extreme poverty line
and being concentrated in rural areas12. Not surprisingly, the lowest
poverty rates are observed in households where incomes depend on
the public sector, family-run business, and remittances, whereas the
highest poverty rates are recorded in those households whose main
source of income is employment in the private sector and social assistance13.
The Balkan Barometer by the RCC recorded that the share of Kosovo
respondents who consider unemployment and the economic situation as the most burning issues in their economy, i.e. 56% and 52%
respectively, is well above the WB6 average14. It appears then as no
coincidence that 67% of Kosovo respondents, similarly to the majority of respondents from other WB6, consider unemployment together
with financial insecurity as the two factors that contribute the most to
creating radicalization and violent extremism15. As a logic consequence, of those who declared that they would prefer being
employed job in the public sector, 56% mentioned ‘job security’ as
the main reason, up from 36% in 2019 alone and opposed to the
WB6 average share, i.e. 37%16.
This rather bleak picture of Kosovo’s economy as well as socio-economic situation consequences on its population seems to match with
the trends - in terms of ambitions and concerns - that emerged from
young Kosovo respondents in the 2018/19 Youth Study conducted
by the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation17. The research findings
show that job security is the one factor that young respondents from
Kosovo18 apply when choosing or accepting a job, suggesting that
young people have clear concerns over employees’ labor rights and
the problems arising from the lack thereof19. To make things worse,
young respondents appear - on the one hand - mostly dissatisfied
with the quality of education, with kosovo being the only one in the
Western Balkans seeing a constant decline in the level of satisfaction
over the years; on the other, there seem to be a huge labor mismatch
so that most of the young respondents that are in the job market
appear not to work in the occupation they have academic background in. Consequently, there seems to exist a considerable
Kosovo Agency of Statistics. “Consumption Poverty in the Republic of Kosovo”. May 2019: 4. Available at https://ask.rks-gov.net/media/4901/poverty-statistics-2012-2017.pdf
Ibidem: 8-9
14
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC). “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 31. Available in
English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion
15
Ibidem: 38
16
Ibidem: 63
17
Rrumbullaku, O. “Youth Study Kosovo 2018/2019”. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2019. Available at http://library.fes.de/
pdf-files/id-moe/15264.pdf
18
Including a representation of Kosovo Serbs and Kosovo Turks in the sample.
19
Aliu, L. “Kosovo’s ‘Privatization’ of Workers’ Rights”. Kosovo 2.0, Pristina, 4 October 2016. Available at https://kosovotwopointzero.com/en/kosovos-privatization-of-workers-rights/
12

13
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mismatch between higher education along with young people’s
expectations and the labor market needs, as also stressed in the
latest Kosovo Education Strategic Plan20. Furthermore, a considerable share of respondents from Kosovo, i.e. 28% vs. 17% average
share in the WB6, deem that the main obstacle faced by unemployed individuals living in their same household is ‘inadequate or
irrelevant education’21. Education attainment remains nonetheless a
key predictor of young people’s employability in the labor market.
Despite the spiking youth official unemployment rate of 49.4% back
in 2019, in the same period 62.2% of young individuals with tertiary
education found employment as opposed to 12.4% of those with
lower education22.
From the Youth Study 2018-2019 it also emerged that, regardless of
ethnic belonging, young Kosovo respondents see the reduction of
unemployment as preferably the first priority the government should
tackle23. The same applies to respondents, irrespective of their ethnic
belonging, when they were asked who are the most vulnerable
groups within Kosovo’s society and whose rights are not respected.
The majority of both Kosovo Albanian and Kosovo Serb respondents
mentioned in the following order: people living in poverty, impaired
people, young people, women, children, and the LGBTIQ+ community; only two groups show completely different results from the two
communities, i.e. ethnic minorities and religious people, which are not surprisingly - highly politicized and thus sensitive groups within
society24. De facto, Kosovo’ economic situation affects young people
in such a way that they are not in the position to realize their social
and economic rights25. As reported by the European Commission,
the two key documents pertaining to youth employment - i.e. the
2018-2022 Sectoral Strategy by the Ministry of Labour and Social
Welfare and the 2018-2020 Action Plan for Increasing Youth
Employment - are still little implemented, mainly because of institutions’ low monitoring and evaluating capacities26.

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. “Kosovo Education Strategic Plan 2017-2021”, July 2016: 27. Available in
English at https://masht.rks-gov.net/uploads/2017/02/20161006-kesp-2017-2021-1.pdf
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC). “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 85. Available in
English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion
22
European Commission. “Kosovo* 2020 Report”. 6 October 2020: 79. Available in English at https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/kosovo_report_2020.pdf
23
Rrumbullaku, O. “Youth Study Kosovo 2018/2019”. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2019: 62. Available at
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/id-moe/15264.pdf
24
Ibidem: 63
25
Civil Society Report on Human Rights in Kosovo in 2020, May 2021: 45. Available in English at https://unmik.unmissions.org/eng-2020-kosovo-cso-annual-human-rights-report
26
European Commission. “Kosovo* 2020 Report”. 6 October 2020: 79. Available in English at https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/kosovo_report_2020.pdf
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2.2 Down the Path of Inter-Community Tolerance
and Dialogue
Kosovo society and politics still function upon to ethnic fault lines between Kosovo Albanians and Kosovo Serbs in particular but also
between Albanian-speaking and BCS27-speaking communities - that
contribute to entrenching segregation, starting from that in schools.
In addition to this, a robust decentralization with often ethnically
homogeneous municipalities28, growing monolingualism29 and lack
of mutual language learning policies in the education system(s),
inflammatory and sensationalist language along with stereotypes
and confrontational, collective characterizations used by both Albanian- and Serbian-language media do not create a conducive
environment for members of different communities in Kosovo to interact and possibly build up relations with one another, apart from
basic, necessary interactions, e.g. administrative/trade dealings. It
also true that several recent public opinion polls show that the younger the respondents, the more positive attitude they have towards their
peers from other communities30. On the other hand, as evidenced by
the Index of Ethnic Stereotypes in Kosovo, conducted by NGO AKTIV
in 2019, the older the respondent, the more they believe what their
peers say about the other community, i.e. Kosovo Albanian or
Kosovo Serb, and the more they are influenced by what they hear
within their social circle31.
With specific regard to young Kosovo Serbs, another study recently
conducted by the Civic for Social Initiatives contends that the openness to introducing the teaching of Albanian language in schools,
i.e. 43% positive answers, shows that “the dominant public discourse
- formed through the media and public policy - significantly differs
from the results obtained”32.

Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian language
Burema, L. “Decentralization in Kosovo: Defusing Ethnic Tensions or Furthering Ethnic Isolation?” in Decentralization and Local
Development in South East Europe, ed. Bartlett Will et alia, Palgrave Macmillian, 2013
29
European Commission. “Kosovo* 2020 Report”. 6 October 2020: 37. Available in English at https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/kosovo_report_2020.pdf
30
Kosovo Coalition for Reconciliation. “Index of Ethnic Stereotypes in Kosovo”. December 2019. Available in English at
https://kcr-ks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Index-ENG-stereotypes.pdf ;
Center for Social Initiatives. “Public Opinion Poll 2018 - Communication among members of Serbian and Albanian communities in Kosovo: The issue of language”. December 2018. Available in English at http://www.kosovo.iom.int/sites/default/files/SI%20Language%20Report_ENG.pdf
31
Kosovo Coalition for Reconciliation. “Index of Ethnic Stereotypes in Kosovo”. December 2019: 30. Available in English at
https://kcr-ks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Index-ENG-stereotypes.pdf
32
Center for Social Initiatives. “Public Opinion Poll 2018 - Communication among members of Serbian and Albanian communities in Kosovo: The issue of language”. December 2018. Available in English at http://www.kosovo.iom.int/sites/default/files/SI%20Language%20Report_ENG.pdf
27

28
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Irrespective of the community of belonging, Kosovo respondents in
different polls turn out to be the most distrustful towards the majority
of political institutions, political parties and government in particular33. The 2021 Balkan Barometer showed that, overall, Kosovo
respondents are the most disenfranchised from politics and decision-making in the region, that is 93% against the 39% WB6 average34. The same trend is mirrored by the responses of Kosovo young
participants in the Youth Study 2018-2019: only 10% of them think
that their interests are represented in politics, with a 90% of them
feeling therefore unrepresented35; in addition, there is an incredibly
high record of distrust and apathy towards political institutions, with
again political parties and the government being on top of the list36.
One can easily infer by logical implication that political elites - both
inside and outside the parliament or the government - are not considered reliable and credible in leading other processes such as the one
of reconciliation. There are many instances when new generations
take it upon themselves to break and go beyond stereotypes and
decide to start - at least starting from the individual level - inter-community dialogue that in some cases ethnically-mixed NGOs/CSOs
into being, although a detailed Kosovo-wide research into the topic
was not carried out as of yet. Apart from bigger NGOs or regional
networks with great visibility and thus funding opportunities like the
NGO Youth Initiative for Human Rights (2003)37 with headquarters
in Belgrade, Podgorica, Prishtinё/Priština, Sarajevo and Zagreb,
there exist many other unheard-of examples of inter-community
dialogue, which can have different manifestations.
At times it equates to informal grassroots initiatives or to funding an
NGO operating at the municipal level, like for example NGO Diversity of Mitrovica38 (2015) or Action for Nonviolence and Peacebuilding39 (2002) from Gjilan/Gnjilane; at times it more simply boils
down to personal relationships established by participants during
projects and within initiatives like the Mitrovica Rock School40.
Speaking of the latter, it was in the beginning - as many other initiatives developed to foster inter-community dialogue - internationalRCC. “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 118. Available in English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion
Ibidem: 129
35
Rrumbullaku, O. “Youth Study Kosovo 2018/2019”. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2019: 6. Available at
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/id-moe/15264.pdf
36
Ibidem: 53
37
https://yihr.org/
38
https://www.facebook.com/DiversityOfMitrovica/
39
http://anp-ks.org/about/
40
https://www.mitrovicarockschool.org/
33

34

8

-imported and sponsored. In 2012, however, it became an independent NGO which in 2019 alone saw 10 ethnically-mixed bands
perform all over Kosovo and the rest of region and, from its founding,
spurred the creation of 49 multi-ethnic bands in total41.
Amongst the many unsung and inspirational stories, we find that of
two young women, one being Kosovo Albanian from Prishtina/Priština and one Kosovo Serb from Gračanica/Graçanica42, who met
and became friends while attending the Peace and Conflict Studies
Program at Rochester Institute of Technology in Prishtinё/Priština,
which remind us once again of the importance of common education. The two young women were the first ones in Kosovo to organize
a multi-ethnic Kosovo Youth Fest, financed since 2018 by UNMIK,
which creates the space for young people from different communities
to meet, have exchanges about their respective cultures, cuisines,
and folklore43, and ultimately do one thing - embrace their and their
peers’ diversity.

Carpintero Molina, J. “The Rock School That Unites: Creating Demand for Multi-Ethnic Activities in Divided Mitrovica”. Balkan
Diskurs, 21 February 2020. Available in English at https://balkandiskurs.com/en/2020/02/21/the-rock-school-that-unites/
42
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4HHkfiqRI4, available in Albanian and Serbian
43
Bami, X. “Kosovo’s 1990s Generation Takes Reconciliation Personally”. Balkan Insight, BIRN, Pristina, 4 November 2019.
Available at https://balkaninsight.com/2019/11/04/kosovos-1990s-generation-take-reconciliation-personally/

41
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3. The Art Pieces
3.1 The Four Awarded Works
Essay
Lura Xhelili, 23year-old from the municipality Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje was awarded by the jury for her skillful and creative writing
style, and evocative imagery, which proved to be imaginative yet
relatable and understandable. With her inward-looking essay “A
piece of life”, Lura offers us a sort of sneak peek into her intimate life
as a young woman as she reflects on and untangles the present - the
present being at the same time itself, the product of the past and
therefore full of bitter-sweet memories, and the drive to live and look
forward to the future exactly because of what was lost in the past.
“A piece of life”
by Lura Xhelili

Deaths are dry, fragile, withered.
They are an indelible memory that wraps itself in the wound every time you
remember them.They are something silent, inexplicable, inevitable for
everyone, but an oasis of life at the same time. And you have to live, to
experience everything that has been served to you and to serve everything
that you have, to build history up to the days of old age and beyond, that
deaths know nothing but to teach you.
They teach us to breathe more freely, to love body and mind and to think
longer, to cross the boundaries of survival, to stir the imagination and to
remind us that the days hang in the corner of an old roof, that only a wind
can easily fall down and then ... Then all the memories, little by little I would
disappear with the wind, I would fly to infinity but on the way I would leave
soft melodies, sweet to the ear and beloved to the soul. Distant, filled with
life, filled with smiles and hugs. Memories of childhood, with the first words,
the first steps, with the milk tooth and with the first kiss in the corner of the
alley. Memories dissolved with pieces of love, walks that were covered by
the dry sand by the sea, the sunset nearby near the crystal clear waves,
books read under the shade of the tall oak near the flower garden, the
morning coffee accompanied by your insomnia and the worries cramped
inside yourself...
This is the space, everything that fulfills you as a person, the happiness that
always keeps you squeezing it with unmatched jealousy, as if it were your
last day, as if it were your last hope to keep some time on the front of everything...

10

Poetry
Similarly to Lura, Sonila Pacolli, 18 year-old from Prishtina/Priština, with her poem “Way of Life” gives us a glimpse into her private
thoughts and and feelings resulting from the experience of ‘living’ in
our contemporary world and society.
What Lura’s and Sonila’s pieces remind us of is a need for introspection as a practice that more often than not is absolutely disregarded
when dealing with Kosovo’s youth.
Both pieces somehow serve as a wake-up call that more visible
issues, e.g. youth unemployment and lack of opportunities, are actually punctuated with a precarious mental well-being. In this regard,
according to the RCC public opinion poll, 33% of respondents from
Kosovo (against a 12% average share for the WB6) believe that,
amongst the biggest problems that young people face, there is also
mental health, e.g. depression44.
“Way of Life”
by Sonila Pacolli

I never pass through this street, I didn’t want
to cry. I started and turned many times
how can you play blindly when the light is gone!
There will always be a man in the stations
longing in your language we will wait for you somewhere,
but we never have time to ask
each other: Where did you leave for?
Everything we have can not be ours alone
Everything we want can not be more
that desire, waiting on the verge of casual escape.
We, the people of fabricated events, remained characters dubbed into
movie strips
burned, with no chance of reuniting in
the screens of life that hangs us like the short end above the knee.
In vain we play with modern remote controls
aging how quickly we will fall asleep.
The cold air catches us by the sleeves,
shy, in our signature coats.

44

RCC. “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 31. Available in English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion

11

We shake hands from the fever with sigh
that unconsciously moves within us.
The tracksuit of not being, still holds on to the feet our human fatigue.
Halaktemi with the reception that can beat us, with tickets and pennies left
at the bottom of the soul that nothing hides.How they hurt each other push
between stations without urban .Go also a free bra ...
We crouch in the corners all ashamed of
contempt from the other who sees us, from himself that we do not look like
victims we see with our own eyes
and that we guard the spirit from the thieves who are ourselves.
Crystal rain signs are tried as hugs
wet on our lifeless faces, windows e
eyes crash to protect us from lightning
messy in the sky crying over us.
People gasp in haste to escape the wet,
maintain fire in dry breathing.Somewhere
an elderly man trembles, on a bench waiting tired on the way back to a
day like this.
I cry crying from the mold, for a long time
it spreads on the skin of the commodity that burns me.
now more lit by rain glued to hang
stately, under visions and distant sunny times.
Except old buildings make me friends now e
illusions that melt into the kisses of others in gray.
everyone rushes to lock themselves in warm houses,
with loved ones. nothing pushes me no one expects me.
Heavy this rain soothes my goods. In vain I wait to dry on
the hardened absence that dissolves me.Here I am coming back from one
vain day, laugh at my fate left behind me, as one a shadow that could
never become one with me.
Here I go back to a closed door that I do not want to open.
Nothing is waiting for me inside. I dream icy like chickens, to warm them
eggs of pain in the commodity that hangs under my armpit.
White ... remained cullake on this cold night
to shake me.In this whirlpool of hostages, I&#39;m back
better to see what I have left when I left behind still unspoken guilt.

12

No more time to think? I stopped the rush
if I wait for the first dawn to whiten a new roof, I am throwing the last
glimpse of the old dance.
There is always silence in my room
I shy guest of the cold house
I cross my fingers to make noise. I show myself the story of a prince I never
knew.
Tomorrow ... The ordinary day will crash into
the house without a calendar, not even a clock on the wall. Tired
I am amused with my shrill voice, chewing thoughts not to tell anyone,
Inside I live as if lifeless and outside I enjoy,
like an angel standing above hell.

13

Video
Miodrag Živković, 17year-old from Gračanica/Graçanicë in his
video45 addresses the pressing issue of pollution in the river Gračanka flowing through his hometown Gračanica/Graçanicë and other
surrounding villages. In Miodrag’s video, Petar - the speaker - gives
the audience a clear overview of the river’s condition, which is for
the most part due to the tailings of the Kišnica mine. “It seems that
this generation cannot find a solution. It seems also that everybody
turns their heads away from the problem” Petar bitterly says.

Screenshot from Miodrag Živković’s video: The colors of Gračanka river

As other participants and many of his peers from different communities in Kosovo, Miodrag showed us his commitment and sense of
responsibility towards the environment, which still appears to be very
low on the priority list of Kosovo relevant institutions. As signaled by
the European Commission in its latest report on Kosovo, the lack of
treatment facilities makes it so that untreated sewage and discharge
continue to pollute water basins. In addition to this, the insufficient
implementation of existing legislation and thus the substantial lack of
45

Only available in the Serbian language
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polluters’ accountability represent a major obstacle in preventing
industrial and chemical accidents, including industrial discharge into
rivers, thus posing a serious threat to people and nature46. In light of
this, it comes as no surprise that, according to the RCC Balkan
Barometer, an incredibly 86% of respondents from Kosovo consider
pollution a very serious to serious problem, as opposed to the WB6
average of 73%47.

Photography
Slađana Stojanović, 18year-old from the municipality of
Gjilan/Gnjilane, with her shots decided to “give an image” and
space to those who are faced with a challenging poor economic
situation, in which many people find themselves in Kosovo48 (see
photo no. 1 below). With specific regard to children, understood as
individuals under the age of 18, UNICEF alarmingly signals that
every fifth child in Kosovo lives in poverty and more than 6% lives in
extreme poverty49. By no coincidence, according to the Youth Study
2018-2019, ‘increasing poverty’ is the main concern for 74%
respondents, only second to corruption50.

Photo no. 1 by Slađana Stojanović

European Commission. “Kosovo* 2020 Report”. 6 October 2020: 94. Available in English at https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/kosovo_report_2020.pdf
RCC. “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 102. Available in English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion
48
See paragraph 2.1 for data on poverty
49
https://www.unicef.org/kosovoprogramme/what-we-do/child-rights-monitoring-social-protection
50
Rrumbullaku, O. “Youth Study Kosovo 2018/2019”. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2019: 16. Available at
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/id-moe/15264.pdf
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With a simple yet evocative photograph, Slađana also brought
attention to the problem of stray dogs in Kosovo51(see photo no. 2
below), which institutions have failed to resolve to this day.

Photo no. 2 by Slađana Stojanović

3.2 Other works
In the following pages, the readers will find a limited selection of
other works that were submitted to the jury and included in this
paper in light of their message and social value. The pieces are
grouped based on the topic(s) that they raise awareness on.
It seems appropriate here to thank all the participants who devoted
their time and creativity to the mission of Youth Check In.

51

Dahsyla, E. “Treatment of stray dogs still unresolved”. Prishtina Insight, BIRN, 19 January 2019. Available in English at
https://prishtinainsight.com/14315-2/#:~:text=%E2%80%9C14%2C000%20dogs%20have%20been%20treated,
not%20been%20not%20carried%20out
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ANIMAL WELFARE and ENVIRONMENT
Liona Bllaca, 21year-old from Gjilan/Gnjilane, portrays the lion
that has been illegally held in a cage in unfavorable conditions by a
restaurant owner in her municipality. In February 2021, the Basic
Court of Gjilan/Gnjilane ruled that the lion be removed and transferred outside of Kosovo, although to this day his fate is uncertain52.
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Zëri. Luani Gjoni fiton betejën në Gjykatën Themelore në Gjilan, do të transferohet jashtë Kosovës. 2 February 2021.
Available in Albanian at https://zeri.info/aktuale/390983/luani-gjoni-fiton-betejen-ne-gjykaten-themelore-ne-gjilan-do-tetransferohet-jashte-kosoves/
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Radovan Antić, 43 year-old from Gjilan/Gnjilane.
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POVERTY
Diella Valla, 18 years old from Prishtina/Priština focused on the
problem of informal collectors of waste, amongst whom many
children from the Kosovo Roma, Kosovo Ashkali and Kosovo Egyptian communities, working without proper equipment and in terrible
health as well as safety conditions53.

Painting by Diella Valla

53

ECMI Kosovo. “Informal Waste Collection and Recycling”. Equal Rights for All Coalition (ERAC), April 2019. Available at
https://www.ecmikosovo.org/uploads/Informal_Waste_ENG.pdf
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Painting by Diella Valla
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Anđela Ilić, 22 year-old from Mitrovica/Mitrovicё North.

WOMEN and LGBTIQ+ community
Violence against women
According to the Balkan Barometer 2021, the vast majority of
respondents from Kosovo identifies as one the areas that should be
dealt with most urgently in their society as violence against women
(82%), with a considerable share of respondents who are concerned
about women being forced into early marriages (39% vs. 17% WB6
average)54. The OSCE Mission in Kosovo survey on the well-being
and safety of women from 2019 showed, in fact, that 54% of respondents, including Kosovo Albanians, Kosovo Serbs and other non-majority communities, say they have experienced psychological, physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner since the age of 15,
and 29% say they have experienced sexual harassment55.

54

55

RCC. “Balkan Barometer 2021 - Public Opinion Analytical Report”, 2021: 35. Available in English at https://www.rcc.int/pubs/122/balkan-barometer-2021--public-opinion
OSCE Mission in Kosovo. “Survey on Well-Being and Safety of Women in Kosovo”, 2019: 8. Available in English at https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/d/c/439781.pdf
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Visar Kukaqi, 21 year-old from Gjakova/Đakovica.
“No means no”
by Visar Kukaqi

No means no.
As a broken heart was looking forward to being fulfilled.
Running on the lonely road, desperate just for little love.
Her heart was blind after taking some drugs of disappointment.
And like that, blind, she ended up in the wrong hands.
The little girl was hoping for some warm hugs while she was crying on
his chest.
On his mind was only one “thing”, her vagina!
Men, we are worst than dogs or some animal that are programmed to
fuck in anytime they want.
She went to his dark room by trusting the love.
But he did not care for her love at all, what a jerk!
While he was saying everything will be fine, he was unbuttoning her
shirt.
Such a beautiful and pretty lady was fooled because she needed a
tight hug.
Touching her innocent soft face by taking advantage of her sadness.
In the name of love she gave up on him, she released herself on him.
Without thinking she found herself naked, but did not want sex!
Just someone to be there for her.
And she thought it was too late to refuse, her faded green eyes were
covered by fear.
That useless penis between her legs, while her hands were held by a
weak “man”.
Pushing him did not work, so she gave up for not making it harder.
She just wanted that to end, but it feels like it lasted whole life.
It did not even have time to pray.
What an irony, that insect thought it was fun, when in reality she was
forced to have sex.
And all of this just for one minute of pleasure, and to take out that
disgusting sperm where he came from.
Desperate for love and hugs, she found herself more desperate.
Not because it was her fault, but because of society where men think
only for their little tiny penis which they think it make them man.
Alone and crying in silence, she cursed herself, while she was lost in
darkness.
Already drunk by that hell till she did not feel anything, anymore.
She forgot the power of the woman she had.
Forgot that she had on her veins the blood of Artemide, and so she
lost her self-respect as a woman.
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No one knows about what happened to her, because the trust now was
lost and she was afraid of judgments.
The society would not approve her as a victim while she went with her
desire.
Unfortunately in reality it is always the fault of the victim.
And the society still doesn't agree that no means no!
It was not only one minute, it was a nightmare for her whole life.

Desantina Muriqi, 21 year-old from Prishtina/Priština.

A young woman marching on the 8th of March, international women’s
day, holding a sign that reads “women don’t rest even on Sundays”.
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Discrimination against the LGBTIQ+ community
Legislation in place provides a general framework for preventing and
combating discrimination57 based on several grounds, including
gender identity and sexual orientation. In practice, however, rights of
the LGTIQ+ community move quickly up the priority agenda of
Kosovo institutions and government only during the Pride Week in
June, only to fall back at bottom during the rest of the year. Despite
the gradually growing presence of the community in Prishtinë/Priština trough the organization of social events and advocacy, its members are fore the most part invisibile and, when not, face everyday
discrimination especially if residing not in Prishtinë/Priština but
rather in smaller cities or rural areas. It emerged from the NDI 2015
poll in the Balkans58 that 81% of respondents from Kosovo and recognizing themselves as belonging to the LGBTIQ+ population reported
having been at least once exposed to psychological abuse due to
their sexual orientation or gender identity. The poll also showed that,
when asked about psychological abuse, Kosovo is the one WB
society where there existed the biggest discrepancy between
responses from the LGBTIQ+ population and from the general population (i.e. 81% vs. 13%).
Fitore Duraku, 21 year-old from Prishtina/Priština.

56

57

Law 05/L-021 on the Protection from Discrimination, article 1. Available in English at https://gzk.rks-gov.net/ActDetail.aspx?ActID=10924
NDI. NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities. Available at https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities
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4. Conclusions
Many participants, across different communities of belonging,
portrayed in their own creative way numerous issues - poverty and
the environment above all - that still plague Kosovo society as a
whole. This gives a hint about the sense of commonality and civic
engagement that brings them together despite their community affiliation.
The creative works that the twenty participants in Youth Check In
submitted emphasize once again that common problems and thus
common struggles as well as efforts transcend ethnic affiliation. In
Kosovo’s post-conflict society in transition, the issues and challenges
that still characterize it - pollution, lack of environment protection,
human and communities rights breaches, wobbly welfare policies,
etc - paradoxically present a great potential for the youth from all
communities in Kosovo to join efforts so as to find common solutions
from which everyone would benefit equally in the near future. In the
meantime, whether scholars and experts agree or not, one could
claim that the very exercise of identifying common problems and
devising joint strategies in a setting of inter-community dialogue and
cooperation already makes for reconciliation, assuming that reconciliation is not an abstract concept but rather a practice exerted and
owned by individuals.
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